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Endangered Species of 2011: The park's platypus has been officially classified as "vulnerable", marking it as one of the top five animals most in danger of extinction. The animal is living in the rare and remote habitat of the Coomera River, tucked away in Brisbane's far northern reaches, where threats from illegal logging and feral
animals are the highest. Top of the pop: Reach the top of Mount Ousley, Queensland's highest peak, and spend a few hours enjoying the views. The climb is suitable for anyone who is reasonably fit, so most people can take it in a day - climb time is around six hours from the mountain's front gate. There are also plenty of shorter

walks from the mountain. A new world: The Northern Territory is Australia's youngest country, and its oldest political entity. The territory's capital, Darwin, was also the site of the country's first parliamentary sitting back in May 1951. Cannibals eat each other: Dr. Stephen Corry makes the startling revelation that cannibalism might
be common among the creatures in remote Flores, Indonesia. The savannah of this island is the only place in the world where wild man eating lions, hyenas and jackals were observed. Wildlife tragedy: With a population of less than 200, the Hawksbill turtle has become extinct in the Philippines in the past decade. The turtle was
used for thousands of years as a source of ivory, which was used to make furniture, implements and ornaments. Cute but deadly: European vipers (Vipera berus) have been spotted in a Polish island park for the first time in 32 years. During this period the species has not been seen on the mainland for three decades. The snakes

have been trapped, but it has not been determined if they are a previously established new breeding population, or the long-lost mainland snakes finally making their way back after years of separation. Environmental postscript: According to a study published in the Journal of Biological Chemistry, tobacco plants contain a chemical
that kills cells in the heart, lungs, liver and other organs. The study, conducted by scientists from nine universities, found that a recent generation of genetically engineered plants were shown to have 99.8 per cent of the active ingredient of cigarette smoke in their leaves and stems. It is possible that new, genetically modified

tobacco plants may have even lower nicotine levels. Endangered Species of 2010: There are just eight Sumatran orang
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